32     ANCIENT AND MODERN IMPERIALISM
The same motive impelled the British trading company, which had been empowered in 1686 to "make peace and war with the heathen nations"1 of India, to move onwards until they or the British Government, which eventually took over their governing powers, reached the barrier of the Himalayas, and, when these had been reached, to ask themselves wistfully whether even that frontier was sufficiently secure. Similarly, the Russians were driven across the steppes of Central Asia, and the French in Algeria from the sea-coast to the confines of the Great Sahara.
It can be no matter for surprise that both the ancient and the modern world, prompted in the case of the victims by actual loss of wealth and position, and in the case of others by fear mingled with jealousy, should have condemned the policy of expansion, and should have refused to take seriously the excuse proffered for its adoption. Mithridates inveighed against "the insatiable desire for empire and wealth " displayed by the Romans,2
1  Ilbert, "The Government of India," p. 31.    The first charter was granted in 1600.
2  Letter to King Arsaces., Sallust.